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Severe Case of 
Static Flat Foot 


is the cause of inefficiency and much bodily suffering. As 
a physician you will be interested in learning more about a 
most successful mode of treatment now used by thousands 
of successful practitioners in the treatment of weak or flat- 
foot, Morton’s Toe, Metatarsalgia, Hallux Valgus, bunion, 
painful heel, weak ankles and other conditions where 
mechanical treatment is indicated. 


Scholls 


Corrective Foot Appliances 


with proper foot-gear and corrective foot exercises usually 
bring quick relief to these conditions. There is an appli- 
ance especially designed for each condition. They are 
now placed on sale with leading shoe dealers and surgical 
instrument houses in every city. 


Write us for the name and address of dealer nearest you 
and forthe new pamphlet, “Foot Weaknessand Correction for 
the Physician,” including a chart of corrective foot exercises 


as recommended by the Medical Department, U. S. A. 
The Scholl Mfg. Co., 213 W. Schiller St., Chicago, Ill. 
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EDITORIAL 


THE JOURNAL STAFF TO BE 
ENLARGED. 


In keeping with the progressive pol- 
icy of the State Medical Association, 
the staff of The Journal will be in- 
creased by the addition of a number 
of well known specialists in various 
branches of medicine. An effort will 
be made to coordinate all of the ac- 
tivities of the State Medical Associa- 
tion more closely through The Journal 
than has been the ease. In this issue, 
quite a number of new names will ap- 
pear on the associate staff. The State 
Medical College, the State Board of 
Health, the State Board of Medical 


Examiners, the State Hospital for the 
Insane, will have representatives, who 
will give us from time to time, the 
benefit of their knowledge. The editor 
is delighted at the spirit in which 
these gentlemen have shown their in- 
terest in The Journal. 


ASSOCIATION EXPENSES GREAT- 
LY INCREASED. 


Beginning January 1, 1920, the ex- 
penses of publishing The Journal and 
the expenses of the Association, will 
inerease about one thousand dollars. 
This is the experience of practically all 
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periodicals. The costof printing and 
everything connected with the print- 
ing business, ha sinereased enormous- 
ly in the past few years. We know 
no way to meet this situation except 
to inerease the dues of the members 
of the State Medical Association. It 
appears that the advertising business 
has about reached a_ level beyond 
which it is not likely to be greatly in- 
creased, especially by a small Journal 
like ours. Very many of the states 
have already increased their dues 
from three to four or five dollars. For 
a considerable period after the Civil 
War the South Carolina Medical Asso- 
ciation found it necessary to make the 
membership dues five dollars. We see 
no reason why, in these prosperous 
times, our dues should not be increased 
at least to the figure following the 
Civil War, when cenditions were very 
much worse here in the South than at 
any time in our history. The matter 
will be brought up, no doubt, before 
the House of Delegates at the Green- 
ville meeting. 


TITLES OF PAPERS WANTED FOR 
THE GREENVILLE MEETING. 


A letter has been sent to each mem- 
ber by the Secretary of the State As- 
sociation, requesting titles of papers to 
be read at the Greenville meeting in 
April, in order that the provisional 
program may be published in an early 
issue of The Journal. 


A FEW OBSTERICAL DON’TS. 


When Augustus Casear died he had 
developed Rome, a city of mud, into 
one of marble; he thought his work 
was done and he was satisfied. He 
plaecd statues at the end of all the 
great roads leading outward from 
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Rome as a memorial to the god Ter- 
minus. It is an unfortunate fact that 
when wethink that we have achieved 
perfection and are satisfied, we are 
slipping backwards; falling by lysis. 
The Gauls realized this and brought 
back the Terminii gradually, setting 
them down closer and closer to the 
gates of the Eternal City. 

Are we not ourselves too satisfied 
with our work, and are we not loath to 
give up our ideas and learn to do 
things differently? Do we study and 
read over the every day things we 
have to do or do we do them just as 
we have always done them? 

In prenatal work it is probably ne- 
cessary to go back to antecedents, but 
we could have good eugenic laws. 
When a woman, who has aborted early 
in her pregnaney, tells you that there 
is no veneral history, for, in her state, 
both she and her husband were exam- 
ined before marriage: It makes you 
feel that our state; the first in much 
good legislation, cculd well afford to 
think over this. 

It is hardly necessary to emphasize 
the importance and need for watehful 
care during the months of pregnancy. 
That the urine must be examined reg- 
ularly and the blood pressure taken 
just as often. You may see the urinary 
report fail to tell of impending catas- 
trophe, but never will you fail to 
see the blood pressure fail to at least 
warn you, that down o nthe horizon, 
no bigger than the palm of a man’s 
hand, a cloud is arising. 

Hemorrhage, pale, scanty, with 
cramping, in eceyesis; sero-san guine- 
ous with the over sized abdomen in 
mole; free, associated with nephritis 
or trauma in abruptio placentae; or 
PAINLESS in placenta previa, is al- 
Ways a warning and a guide to action. 
Remember that homorrhage, like the 
Gauls, will come back and you may 
see the terminus sooner than expected. 
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The chief essential in obstetrics is 
cleanliness and if one is where it is 
impossible to obtain the ideal, all that 
is absolutely necessary is a serub brush, 
soap, some antiseptic and a pair of rub- 
ber gloves. A sterilizer of some kind 
(a ham boiler will do) and time to 
properly wash your hands and boil 
instruments. 

There is hardly a home but cannot 
furnish you with two basins; one to 
wash your hands in and the other for 
your solution. There is no question that 
if the hands and forearms are scrubbed 
with any soap and clean water for ten 
minutes befor eeach examination, you 
will eliminate most of the possible 
danger to your patient. To many 
minds it is the serubbing more than 
the emersion of the hands and arms 
int othe antiseptic solution, that is the 
safeguard. That very few use rubber 
gloves is a well known fact, but it 
never the less does not remove the fact 
that they are easily sterilized and pro- 
tect both patient and physician. At 
first they are uncomfortable, but after 
awhile one can feel through them just 
as well as without them. Their use 
inspires the patient’s confidence. 

After clipping or shaving, the vulva 
is cleansed with soap and water and 
an antiseptic bath. One tries to feel 
that if it is impossible to have the pa- 
tient surgically clean, that at least the 
vulval region can be made so or as near 
so as is humanly possible under the cir- 
cumstances an dthat one will make as 
few vaginal examinations as one can. 
Does one get information from a vagi- 
nal examination, except that the head 
or the breech is presenting? The head 
or its absence is easily noted by grasp- 
ing the lower portion of the uterus, 
just above the pubis. 

Is position diagnosed vaginally, with 
ease? It should be, but very few can 
and sometimes doubt themselves when 
they do. Abdominal palpation will 
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generally allow one to recognize the 
presence or not of the child’s small 
parts anteriorly. After all then, all 
the real information that one gets from 
a vaginal examination is, how much di- 
lation of the cervix exists. The more 
one practices abdominal touch the 
more one likes it and the less risk the 
patient runs. 

Before delivery, we are learning to 
respect pituitrin and to remember that 
it is a dangerous drug because of the 
uterine relaxation and hemorrhage 
that sometimes follows its use. After 
delivery most of us use a silver salt 
to prevent opthalmia and unfortunate- 
ly express the placenta at onee. It is 
better to wait or to sew up any lacera- 
tion while waiting, so that the neces- 
sary uterine retraction and contraction 
and formation of the retro-placental 
clot, which bring about placental birth 
normally may occur and thereby lessen 
the danger of post-partum hemorrhage 
and thus eliminate frequently after- 
pains, 

The puerperal patient should have 
her breasts covered with sterile gauze 
to prevent mastitis an dthose two most 
used of obsolete obstetrical equipment 
thrown away, namely: the breast pump 
and the douche bag. A tight binder, 
thirty hours and possibly some little 
anodyne will be all that any breast will 
need, to make it soft and comfortable, 
unless it is infected. Douche bags do 
not attain the dignity of discussion. 

In a short sketch such as this is, it 
is impossible to go deeply into detail. 
There may be something interesting in 
it for someone. A few of the things 
one might think over are: 

1. Don’t do obstetrical work unless 
you know you know what you are do- 
ing. 

2. Don’t fail to respect Hemorrhage. 

3. Don’t fail to be surgically clean. 

4. Don’t make many Vaginal Ex- 
aminations, 


5. Don’t use Pituitrin indiserimi- 
nately. 

6. Don’t express the placenta too 
soon. 

7. Don’t forget to protect the puer- 
peral breast. 

8. Don’t use a douche—there are 
very few indications to do so. 

9. Don’t fail to regularly examine 
the urine and take the Blood Pressure. 
G. Fraser Wilson, Professor of Obstet- 

ries, Medical College, State of South 
Carolina. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH NUM- 
BER 


Following the custom of recent 
vears, the Journal issues an oceasiov- 
al special number devoting it to some 
subject of dominant interest to the 
profession of the State. This number 
is the ‘‘State Board of Health Nuin- 
ber’’, embodying in its pages the an- 
nual reports of the State Health Officer 
and the reports of the heads of the 
various departments of the State Board 
of Health. To be sure, these reports 
are finally published in a_ separate 
volume and presented to the legisla- 
ture; but they do not reach the rank 
and file of the profession as a rule. In 
this State the entire membership of the 
South Carolina Medical Asscoiation 
constitutes the State Board of Health, 
and we feel that every one should have 
an opportunity to read these reports. 
The State Board of Health of South 
Carolina has made wonderful progress 
in recent years, and now stands second 
to none for accomplishments with the 
appropriations granted. It has been 
only a few years since the entire ap- 
propriation was grudgingly given the 
amount of $15,000.00, while at the 
present time, approximately $150,- 


000.00 is at the disposal of the Board. 
The reports in this issue show that the 
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money has produced results by the re- 
duction of our mortality and the les- 
sening of the morbility. Much of this 
progress is due to the staunch support 
of the Board by the members of the 
South Carolina Medical Association. 
The freedom of our Board from the 
hampering hand of obstructive polities, 
medical or otherwise, has done much 
to promote the high state of efficiency 
exhibited by its personnel. 


BETTER OBSTETRICS IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA 


The Journal has been interested in 
fostering better obstetrics in South 
Carolina and has invited Dr. G. Fraser 
Wilson, professor of obstetries in the 
Medieal College, of the State of South 
Carolina, to write editorials along this 
line, one of which appears in this issue. 
The Bureau of Child Welfare of the 
State Board of Health has undertaken 
in a_ splendid way, to forward this 
work in quite a number of counties. 
Classes for the training of midwives 
have already been under instruction, 
and especial attention is being given to 
the instruction of Negro midwives. 
One of these classes has been under 
tutelage in Beaufort county and the 
islands on the coast. The instructor is 
a trained nurse of marked ability, well 
trained in good hospitals in the North, 
and capable of vastly improving the 
midwifery situation for her race. We 
are pleased to publish a picture of one 
of the classes in this issue. The State 
Board of Health, October 22, 1919, 
amended its sanitary code, with refer- 
ence to the practice of midwifery, 
adopting rules and regulations very 
similar to those in force in New York 
State. There are probably several 
thousand midwives in South Carolina 
of one kind or another. Elimination 
by edueation is the best way to accom- 
plish the desired end. 
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Ellen Woods Carter, R. N., Beaufort, S. 
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The following committees have been 
appointed for the various activities of 
the State Medical Association to report 
to the House of Delegates at the Green- 
ville meeting, April 20, 21, 1920: 

On Revision Medical Practice Act: 
A. E. Boozer, Chairman, Columbia, 8. 
C.; C. F. Williams, Columbia, 8. C.; J. 
S. Matthews, Denmark, S. C. 

On Public Policy and Legislation: 
A. E. Boozer, Chairman, Columbia, 8S. 
C.; L. A. Riiser, Columbia, 8. C.; W. M. 
Lester, Columbia, 8S. C. 

On Prevention of Veneral Disease: 
W. B. Lyles, Chairman, Spartanburg, 
S. C.; T. M. Davis, Greenville, S. C.; N. 
B. Edgerton, Columbia, S. C. 

On Necrology: J. Roddey Miller, 
Chairman, Spartanburg, S. C.; W. B. 
Cox, Chester, S. C.; W. F. R. Phillips, 
Medical College, Charleston, S. C. 

On Scientific Work: D. L. Smith, 
Chairman, Spartanburg, S. C.; 8. G. 
Glover, Greenville, S. C.; John Lyon, 
Greenwood, 8. C. 

On Hospital Standardization and 
Efficiency: E. A. Hines, Chairman, 
Seneca, 8. C.; Robert Wilson, Jr., 
Charleston, S. C_; W. W. Fennell, Rock 
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Hill, 8. C.; J. R. Young, Anderson, S. 
C.; J. LaBruee Ward, Columbia, S. C. 


Study and Prevention of Tubercu- 
losis: Ernest Cooper, Chairman, 
Columbia ,S. C.; Ben Townsend, Ander- 
son, 8S. C.; Elmar S. Waring, Colum- 
bia, S. C. 

On Medical Education: 
Gibbes, Chairman, Columbia, S. C.; 
John B. Setzler, Newberry, 8S. C.; 
Robert Wilson, Jr., Charleston, 8S. C.:; 
W. W. Fennell, Rock Hill, 8. C.; Jess 
Bell, Due West, S. C.; A. M. Redfern, 
Clemson College, S. C.; L. O. Mauldin, 
Greenville, S. C.; W. B. Lyles, Spar- 
tanburg, S. C.; W. H. Nardin, Ander- 
son, S. C.; T. L. W. Bailey, Clinton, 
S. C. 

On Child Welfare: R. M. Pollitzer, 
Chairman, Charleston, S. C.; William 
Weston, Columbia, 8. C.; J. LaBruce 
Ward, Columbia, S. C.; D. L. Smith, 
Spartanburg, S. C.; J. E. Watson, An- 
derson, S. C. 

On Entertainment: 


J. Heyward 


Dr. W. M. Bur- 


nett, Chairman; Dr. C. B. Earle, Dr. 
R. C. Bruee, Dr. R. E. Houston, Dr. 
E. W. Carpenter. 
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES 


REPORT OF FIELD SECRETARY 
SOUTH CAROLINA SANATORIUM 


By Mrs. Annie I. Rembert, South Caro- 
lina Sanatorium. 


appropriated by the  Legisla- 
ture of 1918: 
Maintenance of South Caro- 


Ts FOLLOWING budget was 


lina Sanatorium ........ $15,000.00 
Relief and Edueation of tu- 
bercular patients ........ 5,000.00 


Beds for one patient from 
each county and expenses 
necessary to erect ten unit 10,000.00 
Ward for colored patients... 10,000.00 


$48,000.00 
Sanatorium for Negroes. 


Besides the general running ex- 
penses of the institution and a further 
appropriation for a dairy, the Legis- 
lature made a donation towards the 
erection of a sanatorium for the ne- 
groes of the State. The sum of ten 
thousand dollars was given which has 
since been supplemented by a contri- 
bution of six thousand seven hundred 
and twenty-nine dollars and seventy- 
eight cents raised by the negroes of 
the State since the adjournment of the 
Legislature. 

The building which is normal times 
would have cost sixteen thousand dol- 
lars has been estimated at twenty- 
three thousand dollars. The sanato- 
rium is now under process of construe- 
tion, and the first payment of five 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-two 
dollars and ninety-five cents has al- 
ready been made. The State Board of 


Health will ask the Legislature to give 
six thousand dollars towards the com- 
pletion of this building. The negroes 
will raise the few hundred dollars 
necessary to complete the deficit. 

You realize fully, no doubt, the im- 
mense good that such an institution 
will do in an edueational, as well as, a 
curative way. I have many times em- 
phasized the necessity for an attack 
upon this disease where the mortality 
is greatest. The tuberculosis infection 
of the negroes exceeds that of the 
whites three to one. 

There have been so many applica- 
tions from the negroes, that I felt that 
some temporary arrangements must be 
made for them until they could be ad- 
mitted at hte State Sanatorium. I, 
therefore, went over to Sumter and 
had a conference with the committee 
on admittanee to Camp Alice. Ar- 
rangements were made for the imme- 
diate acceptance Of four negro pa- 
tients, one from Calhoun, one from 
Richland, one from Newberry and one 
from Florence county. Of these, one 
will pay all his expenses and the other 
three will be cared for by the State 
appropriation for free beds. 


Relief and Education. 


We have had during the past year 
four health workers in the field. Miss 
Irene Covington, a white graduate 
nurse, has given excellent service in 
demonstrating county health nursing 
in the counties. In future our nurses 
will not do exclusively tuberculosis 
work, but will inelude child welfare 
work and school nursing. We do this 
with the advice of the State Health 
Officer. 

Mrs. Rebecca Walton, our State 
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colored worker, has effected a splen- 
did organization in the churches and 
clubs among the negroes. ‘This or- 
ganization is most useful to us in rais- 
ing funds for the sanatorium. She has 
also spent a great deal of time in mak- 
ing health talks to the negroes in va- 
rious counties of the State. 

A colored woman from Charleston 
was employed during our drive for 
sanatorium funds to make talks on tu- 
berculosis, and to popularize the work 
in various counties. As an adjunct to 
our educational work, we have also had 
the services of a competent colored 
woman who was employed by the 
South Carolina Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion. 

A most excellent feature of our edu- 
cational work, was an exhibit at the 
State Fair, gotten up by the Superin- 
tendent and nurses of the Sanatorium. 
Several of our ex-patients in the State 
came to assist us in the booth. These 
men and women have been able to re- 
turn to their work, and were glad to 
testify to the excellence of the treat- 
ment at the South Carolina Sanato- 
rium. If for educational purposes alone, 
they say that it is worth everything to 
be instructed along the lines of pre- 
vention and cure of tubereulosis as set 
forth by Dr. Cooper and the able 
nurses of his staff. One of the women 
who assisted at the booth had gained 
eighty-six and a half pounds in the 
last two years. There were mary fine 
records of cases showing slow and rap- 
id recovery. 


Free Bed Fund. 


Last year the General Assembly 
gave a fund of ten thousand dollars 
to be used for freetreatment at the 
South Carolina Sanatorium. This sum 
provided for a free bed from every 
county for a short time. Some of the 
counties have been delinquent in send- 
ing patients, and in such instances, 
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worthy and indigent patients from 
other counties have been taken in tem- 
porarily. Too much cannot be said in 
regard to the life saving quality of this 
appropriation. Many would have 
been unable to procure treatment un- 
der any other circumstances. This 
fund has positively saved the lives of 
seores of those who would otherwise 
have died for want of care. It is 
pathetic and gratifying to note the 
appreciation of the recipients of the 
free beds. It is also worthy of com- 
ment to note that there seems to be no 
disposition to impose upon this pro- 
vision for freetreatment. We _ find 
that those who are able to pay are glad 
to meet their own expenses. The fi- 
nancial condition of an applicant for 
a free bed is always _ investigated. 
Sixty-nine patients have received free 
treatment from the fund donated by 
the State for that purpose. Some of 
these patients have remained only a 
few weeks, while others have taken 
the treatment several months Three 
negroes have been eared for at the 
negro ward at Camp Alice, Sumter. 
The following counties have been rep- 
resented, Williamsburg, Florence, An- 
derson, Oconee, Horry, Union, Fair- 
Chesterfield, Spartanburg, Greenwood. 
Chesterfieldfi Spartanburg, Greenwood, 
Orangeburg, Dorchester, Richland, 
Charleston, Georgetown, Sumter, 
Edgefield, York, Laurens, Marlboro, 
Chester, Lee, Greenville, Laneaster and 
Darlington. No person applying for 
free treatment has been denied this 
opportunity when the financial condi- 
tion of the patient warranted the re- 
quest. 


Appropriations from Counties, Cities 
and Other Agencies. 


The County Supply Bills in the fol- 
lowing counties made appropriations 
for the maintenanceof free beds at the 
Sanatorium. The counties donating 
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funds are: Abbeville, Charleston, 
Cherokee, Colleton, Florence, George- 
town, Laurens, Spartanburg and Wil- 
liamsburg. Twelve patients have been 
eared for by the eounty funds. 

The city of Charieston and the ity 
of Columbia, maintain free beds at 
the Sanatorium. The Pacifie Mills of 
Columbia maintain a patient also. 


Committee on Admittance. 


As clerk of the committee, we have 
received all applications for treatment 
at the Sanatorium. We have invyesti- 
gated all cases applying for free 
treatment, and have conducted all 
business arrangements with counties 
and other agencies making contribu- 
tions. We have received all funds 
paid by the patients atthe Sanatorium 
who are responsible for their own ex- 
penses. 


Suggested Improvement for County 
Homes in the State. 


We have written letters to all County 
Supervisors in the State, requesting 
that they enlarge their homes suffi- 
ciently to accommodate such tubereu- 
lar patients as are willing to take ad- 
vantage of this opporturfty. The 
housing and care of the mendicant 
class of tuberculous patients at the va- 
rious County Homes throughout the 
State, would solve the problem in our 
sanatorium work. 


Financial Statement from April 3rd, 
to December 3rd. 


Funds received at this office 
from pay patients at the 


Funds paid by counties and 


Voluntary contributions to 
support of tuberculosis 
families and campaign ex- 
penses for the negro sana- 


Amount collected from the 
and cities up to January 1, 
negroes of the State for the 
Palmetto Sanatorium fund 6,582.73 

Amount due from counties 

Amount due from pa- 
tients up to January 1, 

Total receipts. $ 4,003.75. 

1,655.50 
750.00 
6,582.73 


$12,991.98 
Tota lamounts due ....... $ 1,074.00 
332.00 


$ 1,406.00 
We have at present the sum of one 
thousand ninetcen dollar and seventy- 
three cents from the free bed fund of 
the State. This amount will be used 
during the month of December for 
the up-kecp of patients who occupy 
free beds at the Sanatorium. 


THE PREVALENCE OF SYPHILIS 


By Kenneth M. Lynch, M. D., Charleston, 
S. C., Department of Pathology, Medi- 
cal College, State of S. C. 


The handling qf large bodies of 
picked men in military establishments 
during the War has given an unusual 
opportunity for studies of the preva- 
lence of syphilis among people who are. 
not sick. It is only by the examination 
of considerable numbers of well people 
that anything near accurate informa- 
tion may be had as to the incidence of 
the disease in the general population or 
as to the comparative prevalence in 
different classes and races. 

In 1915, Lyneh and MelInnes,* after 
a study of a small series of dispensary 
patients in Charleston, 8S. C., reported 
that, with the aid of the Wassermann 


10 


test, from 50 to 60 per cent of the major 
class of Southern Negroes who attend- 
ed the dispensary for various com- 
plaints were considered to be syphilitic. 

MeNeil,t from a_ similar. study of 
1,200 adult Negroes in hospital ser- 
vices in Galveston obtained 34 per cent 
positive Wasserman tests, and in 600 
Negroes of the same class obtained a 
positive Wasserman or leutin reaction 
in 42 per cent. At the same time he 
obtained, in a series of 200 Negroes of 
the healthy working class, a positive 
Wassermann in 24 per cent, and either 
a positive Wassermann or leutin reac- 
tion in 28 per cent. He coneludes al- 
so that the occurrence of syphilis 
among white people of the same social 
elass as the Negroes would seem to be 
about the same as that among the 
Negroes, while in the better class of 
‘whites, the occurrence is much less, and 
in the best classes young and healthy 
medical students) it is almost nil. 

Day and MeNittt recently studied 
about 3,000 patients in the hospital and 
outpatient services in St. Louis, and re- 
port positive Wassermann reactions in 
6 per cent of the well-to-do, 13 per 
cent among the middle class, and 20 
per cent of the lower class of whites. 
Among the colored patients 30 per cent 
in the wards gave a positive Wasser- 
mann reaction. In, the dispensary 
nearly 16 per cent of the white and 
over 40 per cent of the colored gave 
serologic evidence of syphilis. 

Leven,** from an analytical study of 
the Wassermann results in over ten 
thousand tests in white and colored 
troops at Fort Riley, reports that, bas- 
ed on double-plus reactions, the per- 
centage of syphilis was 105 among the 
white and 18.3 among the colored sol- 
diers, while if the single-plus reaction 
were considered diagnostic, the per 
eent of syphilis was 13.8 for the white 
and 24.1 for the colored. 

Vedder77 concludes that syphilis is 
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between two and three times more pre- 
valent among colored enlisted men 
than among white enlisted men. 

. Love and Davenportti report the 
rate for syphilis to have been about 
four times as great in colored as white 
troops in the army that was mobilized 
in 1917. 

Analysis of these various reports 
leads one to conelude that the propor- 
tion of the syphilitic in the adult 
general population of this country is 
probably somewhat higher than the 
10.5 per cent found by Levin in the 
whites and 18.3 per cent.in the Negroes 
of a selected body of men such as made 
up the army, that the lower the class 
the higher the percentage of syphilities, 
as one would naturally expect, that 
the Negro is considerably more sub- 
ject to syphilis than is the white even 
in comparable social classes. 

Recognizing the variation in differ- 
ent localities and in different classes, it 
seems that one would not be far wrong 
in concluding that of the general adult 
population about 12 per cent of the 
whites and about 20 per cent of the 
colored are syphilitic, and that of our 
indigent sick, about 20 per cent of the 
whites and about 45 per cent of the 
colored are syphilitic. 

That such a state of affairs should be 
is no surprise, but it is none the less 
serious, and it behooves every man of 
the profession to put himself to incon- 
venience and trouble, if necessary, to 


_aid in every possible way the war on 


venereal disease which is getting under 
way. 


*Lynch and MelInnes: Southern Medi- 
eal Journal, VIII; 450, June, 1915. 

+MeNeil, H. L: Jour. A. M. A,, 67: 
1001, Sept. 30, 1916. 

tDay and MeNitt: Am. J. Syphilis, 3: 
595, 1919. 

**Levin: J. Lab. and Clin. Medicine, 
V: 93, 1919. 
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77Vedder: Bull. 8, June, 1915. Surgeon 
General’s Office. 

tiLove and Davenport:  Proe. Nat. 
Acad. Se., 5, No. 3, March, 1919. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE REPORTS 
OF A COLORED NURSE—WORK 
AMONG THE MIDWIVES. 


By Mrs. Ruth A. Dodd, Rirector Bureau 
Child Hygiene State Board of Health 
Columbia, S. C, 


HE FOLLOWING extracts are 
i from the daily reports of Ellen 

Woods Carter, R. N., a colored 
nurse who was placed in Beaufort 
county, South Carolina, by the Bureau 
of Child Hygiene, State Board of 
Health, to do midwife supervision and 
general public health work among the 
negroes. Beaufort county is almost 
entirely islands, th efamous Sea _Is- 
lands of South Carolina, in which the 
population is largely colored. The 
town of Beaufort is one of the oldest 
towns in South Carolina and at one 
time the summer home of the Charles- 
tonians. It now has a population of 
five thousand, only fifteen hundred 
being white. The islands lying adja- 
cent, St. Helena’s, with a population 
of five thousand people and only fifty 
white people. Lady’s Island, with a 
population of five to six thousand, only 
one white family. The negroes living 
-\ these islands are almost entirely iso- 
“ted. Communication between them 
and the mainland being difficult. 
“hey depend almost entirely for their 
~yedieal treatment, as well as obstetri- 
eal, on these colored women. When 
Ellen Woods Carter started her first 
‘ass in Beaufort, the women failed to 
come, only three reporting. She re- 
ported this to the local registrar, he 
sent out a policeman, rounded them up, 
and she has had no further trouble. 
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the class outgrowing the original 
room. On the islands the women drive 
for miles, spending the entire day 
with her when she goes there. 

The negroes on the Sea Islands of 
South Carolina are unique, having liv- 
ed to themselves, are law abiding and 
respectful, very few can either read 
or write. 

I asked Ellen Woods how she made 
sure that the women lived up to the 
rules. She told me she always began 
her talks with ‘‘ladies, you may think 
that if you fail to live up to the rules, 
or practice what I teach you, that the 
Board of Health won’t know, but I 
tell you that they will,’’ thus putting 
as we hope, the fear of God in their 
souls, 

The teaching of these midwives con- 
sists mostly in what not to do, and the 
general law of cleanliness and hygiene, 
a special stress being laid on care of 
baby’s eyes and the cord. 

We feel as if Ellen Woods Carter 
has done ar interesting and instruc- 
tive piece of public health work, and 
that these few extracts from her re- 
ports may be read with interest. 

Sept. 1919. ‘‘Arrived in Beaufort 
5.30. Was driven to Mrs. Sarah Smalls 
Williams. Went to see Mrs. Water- 
house, was sent to Mr. Waterhouse, he 
made suggestions and offered all as- 
sistance he could give. Called on Sen- 
ator Christensen, he offered all as- 
sitance and referred me to Mrs. Sarah 
S. Williams, the head of the colored 
Red Cross work here. Shetook me to 
all white and colored that she thought 
would be of any assistance to me. 1 
called on J. L. Lopez, registrar. Said 
he did not know if he would bother 
with it or not. Dr. Griffin was not in. 
Called on all colored physicians. They 
offered all assistance. 

Talk at the Baptist church, after the 
sermon, on Lady’s Island. Met a num- 
ber of midwives after service. Made 
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an engagement to meet them during 
the week.’’ 

‘Made house to house visit, found 
several babies with sore heads, legs, 
and running sores on th eneck. Babies 
registered by midwives. I told each 
mother what precaution to take, ad- 
vised them to see a doctor.’’ 

“‘Went to Dixonville. Made house 
to house visit, found several babies 
covered with sores, aged from two to 
three years old. One little boy, three 
years, very bad eyes, had been blind 
for three weeks. Mother promised to 
take him to a doctor. Babies register- 
ed by midwives. Talked to Beaufort 
mothers at the Community Club. Sev- 
eral hundred.’’ 

‘““‘Went back to Dixonville. Made 
house to house visit, found a number 
of school girls, 14 to 20 years, mothers. 


Some had been’ mothers the third 
time. Babies from 2 weeks to 5 years 
old. ‘All mothers unmarried. It is 


very sad what is to be done with these 
girls.’’ 

‘“Went to Lady’s Island. Talked to 
twenty midwives at noon at the Bap- 
tist church. Visited sevéral homes 
after meeting. Found two cases of ma- 
laria. No doctor attending them.”’ 

‘*Made house to house visit on Shell 
road. Found one young man in the 
last stages of tuberculosis. Every pre- 
caution is taken in that home. The 
patient’s room and every part of the 
house is clean, not a fly to be seen. 
The yard, front and back, is as clean 
as the house.’’ 

‘*Made house to house visit, found a 
mother almost blind. Has a baby six 
months old. She promised to see a 
doctor.’’ 

‘*Went to Lady’s Island. Met twelve 
midwives at Baptist church, talked to 
them for an hour and a half, had them 
to ask any questions they wished. 
Visited eight homes after meeting. 


Registered the twelve midwives. 
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‘‘Had a talk with Dr. Elliott, white. 
He asked me to talk to the school chil- 
dren once a week. Offered to assist 
in any way he could. Said he has al- 
ways tried to get a health nurse for 
Beaufort, but was not successful. Very 
glad I am here, and will do all he can 
to help to make my stay here a suc- 
cess.”’ 

Visited twenty-one homes, - found 
several cases of malaria. Called at J. 
L. Lopez’s office for the second time. 
Found Dr. Griffin. He demanded J. L. 
Lopez to give me all the information 
he had in that office and the names of 
all midwives that had reported births 
at that office. Therefore, I will be 
able to get in touch with the midwives 
at Gray’s Hill next week.’’ 

Stayed with a sick woman Friday 
night that lives all alone. Only made 
three visits on my way to my room. 
I have been in 362 homes. I have not 
found a dirty house, front or back 
yard. The bare floors were as white 
as the plam of my hand. Columbia 
will have to get busy to come up to 
Beaufort in sanitation. But I am very 
sorry to see so many young girls 
mothers, but I can truthfully say they 
live in clean homes.”’ 

‘““These women are all midwives, but 
they call themselves ‘trained nurses, 
born nurses and practical nurses. All 
without any certificate or diploma 
from any training school or hospital. 
Dr. Griffin says he will compel them to 
attend class of instruction if Dr. Hayne 
will back him. Dr. Griffin sent a no- 
tice to the above named women to at- 
tend a class Tuesday. He says he will 
compel them to attend class or stop 
nursing if Dr. Hayne will back him. 
Will you take it up with Dr. Hayne 
and ask him to please notify Dr. Grif. 
fin what to do.”’ 

Oct. 1919. ‘‘Drove seven miles to 
Gray’s Hill, visited local registrar, Mr. 
William Davis. 1 found all midwives 
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at Gray’s Hill do not report to Mr. 
Davis. Some report to a Mr. Grant, 
so it is up to me to try to find out who 
Mr. Grant reports to as Dr. Griffin 
says he does not report to him. 

‘Made ten visits, one by request. 
The mayor sent to ask if I would go 
to see one old woman by name of Mary 
Brown. I found her in a clean room 
with a slight stroke of paralysis. I 
gave her a bath, combed her hair, or- 
dered nourishment for her and left.” 

‘‘Was asked Friday night at nine 
o’elock to go to a white family that 
has typhoid fever. Will leave this 
morning at 8.30.”’ 

‘“‘Rowed across to Lady’s Island, 
visited ten homes, found several fami- 
lies with malaria. At three o’clock in- 
structed midwives. They are a grate- 
ful set of women.’’ 

‘*Visited several homes to show girl 
mother how to fix milk for bottle fed 
babies and how to clean bottles. Found 
one baby, five months old, almost 
starved to death. Had mother’s milk 
tested. Not any good. 4 p. m, in- 
structed the five midwives that Dr. 
Griffin notified to attend class.’’ 

‘“‘Rowed across river to Lady’s Is- 
land to instruct midwives for the last 
time. Drove six miles to get local reg- 
istrar to sign their certificates. Is- 
rael Keyserling registered all midwives 
of Lady’s Island.’’ 

‘*Went by request to bathe a woman. 
Visited ten homes. Found several ba- 
bies with sore eyes, one with sore on 
forehead. I find quite a number of 
children here with heads and legs full 
of sores, ugly looking sores.’’ 

‘““Met Port Royal midwives for in- 
struction. Visited six homes, found 
several with malaria. Drove back to 
Beaufort at 6.30. Went to the Com- 
munity House and told stories to 20 
children.’’ 

*‘Talked to about 350 school chil- 
dren for an hour and a half. Visited 
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14 homes, found several sick children.”’ 

‘‘Instructed 7 midwives of Burton 
at the Community House. Gave them 
literature. Talked to six expectant 
mothers at 4 p. m., at the Community 
House. Visited six homes.’’ 

‘7.30 a. m., went to Savannah, took 
boat to Hilton Head, arrived 10 a. m. 
Was met by one of the midwives at 
Seabrook Landing. Drove three miles 
to a hall, found 9 midwives waiting. 
Instructed them, drove five miles to 
Mrs. Christopher’s home. Visited one 
sick woman.”’ 

‘Still at Hilton Head, drove five 
miles to a hall to instruct nine mid- 
wives. After instructing class, Mrs. 
Susan Williams said, after receiving 
instruction how to care for mother be- 
fore baby’s birth and baby after birth, 
she could not see well enough to wash 
out baby’s eyes or attend to baby as 
instructed, she really felt it her duty 
to give up midwivery, because she 
could not see how to eut the cord or 
wash out baby’s eyes. She made this 
statement to the class. She also hand- 
ed me her certificate given her by Mr. 
W. D. Brown, locla registrar. 

‘‘Drove ten miles through the coun- 
ty to Seabrook Landing to get boat to 
Beaufort. During my house to house 
visit found six grown people almost 
blind, several children with sore eyes. 
Left Hilton Head at 2 p. m., arrived in 
Beaufort 6.30 p. m.’’ 

“7.30. Went to Hilton Head by 
boat. Instructed twelve midwives, 
gave instruction in forenoon and af- 
ternoon. They live so far apart I give 
two instructions a day.”’ 

‘Left on boat for Pinkney Island, 
was met at Bull Point by one of the 
midwives, drove six miles, instructed 
four midwives. This island was owned 
by a white man, Mr. Pinkney, who 
died some yearsago. Left this island 
to his children with this statement, 
‘‘not a foot of this land must be sold 
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to a white or a negro. Not a foot must 
be rented to a white man.’’ Not a white 

person on this island and never has a 
baby been registered on this island. 
No white family has lived on this is- 
land since the death of old Mr. Pink- 
ney. The children can not rent the 
island for five hundred dollars a year, 
so the colored people pay just enough 
to come to $500.00 a year. That’s all 
the children can charge. The people 
ean plant all the ground they want to, 
everybody over there is a good liver. 
Each family has five or six cows, 
horses and lots of hogs, chickens, tur- 
keys. They sell all their produce in 
Savannah.’’ 

. ‘Drove six miles to Bull Point to 
get boat for Beaufort. Arrived in 
Beaufort 5 p. m. Are you going to do 
anything about Pinkney Island? The 
midwives say they never have register- 
ed or reported a birth of a baby, did 
not know they had to report them. I 
will speak to Dr. Griffin about the 
island.’’ 

**Visited three mothers. They are 
doing nicely. Midwives are taking 
splendid care of the babies. Visited 
nine other homes, found several with 
fever, influenza patient doing nicely. 
He has a doctor. The doctor says he 
has a slight attack.’’ 

““Made 22 house visits in the coun- 
try. Found quite a lot of fever, grown 
people, also children sick in bed. No 
doctor to attend them.’’ 

instructed 22 midwives at 
Community House. Afternoon made 
house to house visit, found four very 
ill people with malaria, two old women 
very much in need. Dr. Kennedy vis- 
ited class, very much pleased.’’ 

‘‘Saturday morning went to see an 
old woman that was very ill Tuesday. 
Found one dead, the other one - still 
very ill and very much in need. No 
one to do anything for her.’’ 

‘‘Left 7.25 for Dale. Was met by 
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one of the midwives. Had breakfast. 
At noon met class of 18. I find on all 
of the islands very few midwives bathe 
the baby until the ninth day. All give 
the woman in labor muddobber tea, 
tansye tea, rebbark tea, they say to 
make the pains harder. They all say, 
**IT did not know. I was told not to 
put a drop of water on the baby until 
the ninth day. Yes, | will wash 
them. I will do as you say. I did not 
know.’’ 

‘Met class of 23 at Community 
House. Gave instruction. Had photo 
taken. They were very much surpris- 
ed and pleased. Some never had their 
photo taken before. In _ afternoon 
made 10 visits.’’ 

25 house to house visits, 
found four men with pneumonia, three 
children, two women, one woman with 
rheumatism. ”’ 

**Made 26 visits, found an old woman 
with right leg with running sores in 
bad condition, asked doctor to go to 
see her. First dirty house I have 
found. Some odor.’’ 


SOUTH CAROLINA SANATORIUM. 


By Ernest Cooper, M. D., Superintendent. 


To the Chairman and Members of the 
Executive Committee of the South 
Carolina State Board of Health, 

Gentlemen : 

URING the past year one hun- 

D dred fifty-six patients, seventy- 

three women eighty-three 
men, have been admitted to the South 

Carolina Sanatorium. Upon admission 

the men were classified as follows: 

Incipient, two; moderately advanced, 

thirty-nine; far advanced, thirty-six; 

non-tuberculous, one; not classified, 
five. They were discharged as follows: 

Improved, twenty-four; not improved, 

fifteen; quiescent, three; apparently 


arrested, two; dead, eight. The group- 
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ing of the women upon admission was: 
Incipient, three; moderately advanced 
thirty-six; far advanced, thirty-three; 
not classified, one; upon discharge: 
Improved, fourteen; not improved, 
eighteen; apparently arrested, two; 
dead, nine. 

The following complication occurred : 
Tabes dorsalis, pellagra, empyema, 

prostatitis, herpes zoster, mumps, in- 
' sanity, one ease each; fistula, morphin- 
ism, otitis media, two cases each; sy- 
philis, four cases; tuberculous enteri- 
tis, four eases; tuberculous laryngitis, 
seventeen cases. 

The residence of patients at the San- 
atorium has lengthened. Six men and 
two women remained less than ten 
days; six men and four women less 
than thirty days; twelve men and 
twelve women, one to three months; 
fifteen men and eleven women, three 
to six months; four men and five wo- 
men, six to nine months; five men and 
four women, nine ot twelve months; 
eight men and three women, more than 
a year. 

Practically all beds have been oe- 
cupied throughout theyear. Many ap- 
plicants were not accepted on account 
‘f no available accommodations, and 
there is a waiting list now. From time 
to time inquiries are made for the ad- 
mission of children, Since it is gen- 
erally accepted that childhood is the 
time of infection, it would seem the 
part of wisdom to attack the problem 
at its souree by providing instruction 
in the schools, and treatment for chil- 
dren at the Sanatorium. 

The institution’s dairy herd of 
twelve tuberculin-tested cows has fur- 
nished an abundance of milk. Since 
the new, modern cow barn and milk 
room will soon be ready for use, it is 
suggested that an experienced dairy 
man be employed and the herd enlarg- 
ed so as to supply butter for the insti- 
tution. This will prove a real economy 
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at the present prices of dairy products. 
It will be necessary to provide a home 
for the dairy man. Fencing of the 
farm into small lots for grazing pur- 
pose swill lessen the cost of milk pro- 
duction. We have had Mr. E. L. Filby, 
State Sanitary Engineer, to make a 
survey of the springs near the cow 
barn with the idea of installing a hy- 
draulic ram to furnish water to the 
barn and milk room. He thinks it prac- 
ticable, and suggested that water be 
pumped to the main building in the 
same way, as there is an abundant sup- 
ply. This would save _ considerable 
money, as a hydraulic ram_ operates 
without expense after being properly 
installed. 

The institution has outgrown the 
crude method of sputum disposal by 
burning in a pit, which is subject to 
criticism, and request is made for a 
garbage cooker and incinerator. 

We suffered severe losses from hog 
cholera last January and February. 
A new start with cholera-immunized 
Berkshires has been made, so that 
such a disaster will not re-occur. 

The need for a refrigerating plant 
is felt more and more. An estimate of 
the cost of installing a machine was 
secured and referred to Dr. Hayne. 

The servant problem has been as se- 
vious with us as it has been with oth- 
crs. It is believed our troubles would 
be lessened if sufficient servants’ 
houses were furnished, as labor can be 
controlled more easily when houses are 
supplied. 

Your Board selected a site upon the 
eastern border of the Sanatorium tract 
for the Palmetto Sanatorium for Ne- 
groes. Work was begun upon this in- 
stitution during the summer. The Wil- 
son tract of land should be bought or 
acquired by condemnation proceedings 
in order to secure an approach to the 
Palmetto Sanatorium. 

The advisability of transferring the 


h 
, 
) ; 


16 


Deleo lighting plant, now in use, to 
the Palmetto Sanatorium and securing 
a larger one for the South Carolina 
Sanatorium is mentioned. We . need 
a plant of sufficient size to operate 
deep well pumps, a refrigerating plant, 
laundry, X-ray apparatus and furnish 
lights. However, I think current should 
be secured from Columbia else- 
where if proper rates be furnshed. 


Repairs are necessary for the porch 
roofs of the administration building, 
and to the plastering in it and in the 
men’s and women’s shacks. The mat- 
tresses in the men’s shack should be 
remade, and the beds need re-enamel- 
ing. The need for cement walks has 
been more evident the past year than 
ever. More sand is carried into the 
building in dry weather than when it 
is wet. In addition to improving the 
appearance of the grounds, cement 
walks would lessen the labor of keep- 
ing the buildings clean and add to the 
convenience of patients and visitors. 


At the annual report of December 
20, 1918, there was $593.52, cash on 
hand. Cash on hand today (December 
1, 1919) is $49049. The Superinten- 
dent was relieved of collecting board 
from the patients in March, 1919. Dur- 
ing the fiseal year the sum of $4,423.56 
was collected. Of this amount $3,250.- 
33 was paid to the treasurer, Dr. 
Hayne, who furnished a_ contingent 
fund to the amount of $10,072.77. 
Supplies and miscellaneous expendi- 
tures for the year have amounted to 
$11,349.03. 


I wish to express my appreciation 
of the support and co-operation of your 
Board, the State Health Officer, and 
the nurses, employees and pateints at 
the Sanatorium, by whose combined 
help the work has been done. 
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REPORT OF DEPARTMENT OF 
COUNTY HEALTH WORK. 


L. A. Riser, M. D., In Charge. 


To the Chairman and Members of the 
Executive Committee, South Caro- 
lina State Board of Health, 

Gentlemen : 

HEREWITH submit my report as 

] Assistant Health Officer in charge 

of Department of County Health 

work for the year 1919: 


Personnel. 


This Department consists of seven 
full-time units: the Executive Unit 
e onsisting of a physician and office 
secretary, and six County Units, each 
consisting of a physician assisted by 
one or more nurses and social workers 
and a corpsof inspectors, carpenter 
and cement workers, all giving their 
full time to this service. Each County 
has a colored social worker who works 
directly under the county nurse. 

Executive Unite: In charge of Dr. 
L. A. Riser, assisted by Miss Mary C. 
Dibble, office secretary. 

Orangeburg County Unit: In charge 
of Dr. R. S. Bailey, assisted by Miss 
S. J. Anderson and Miss _ Elizabeth 
Simpson. 

Darlington County Unit: In charge 
of Dr. C. H. Verner, assisted by Miss 
Betty Milne, Hattie Cannon and A. 
R. Nicholson. 

Calhoun County Unit: In charge of 
Dr. C. S. Kinzer, assisted by W. P. 
Prickett and Mrs. C. 8. Kinzer. 

Lexington County Unit: In charge 
ofDr. Carl A. West, assisted by R. C. 
Roof, Miss A. J. Hill and Lillian Mack. 

Lee County Unit: I neharge of Dr. 
Walter Boone, assisted by Miss Ann 
Murphy and Mattie Fisher. 

Sumter County Unit: In charge of 
Dr. D. T. Rankin, assisted by Mrs. E. 
E. Stroup and Dr. Bragg Anthony. 
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During the year two men resigned: 
Dr. E. B. Kneece, in charge of Lexing- 
ton County, and Dr. C. C. Craft, in 
charge of Lee County, Miss Germaine 
Crumbaugh, Office Secretary, also re- 
signed the first of December. 


Sanitation. 


This year an attempt has been made 
to get the most approved form of san- 
itation in each home. Our aim has been 
to get in more septie tanks rather 
than pit privies, and while the quanti- 
ty of homes sanitated has not been so 
great in proportion, yet the quality of 
sanitation has improved and we are 
putting in permanent sanitation when- 
ever possible to do so. 

We have also succeded in getting a 
number of mills and commercial con- 
cerns to put in septic tanks. Not only 
have we accomplished this in our own 
counties, but in other counties in which 
your Director had had personal inter- 
views with mill owners and corpora- 
tions. 

In our six counties we have installed 
433 septic tanks, 517 pits, and 37 
buckets and have sueceeded in getting 
to cotton mills to agree to put in sani- 
tary systems, one town-to vote bonds 
for sewerage and 295 homes have been 
sereened. 

Twenty-three cotton mills in South 
Carolina had put in the best type of 
sewerage previous to 1919. During this 
year 27 cotton mills have been com- 
pletely sanitated, some by sewerage, 
some by cement septie tanks and others 
by chemical closets. Some have used 
several types. Thirteen other cotton 
mills have sewerage systems in pro- 
cess of construction. Thirteen cotton 
mills are trying out various kinds of 
septic tanks and chemical closets and 
150 outfits have been installe din these 
mills. 

As a result of a campaign which was 
made early in the spring, we have suc- 
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ceeded in getting 601 septie tanks in- 
stalled in private homes throughout 
the state in counties where we have 
no County Health Unit. 


Educational. 


During the year 356 lectures have 
been delivered to 23,996 people, 71 
Health Clubs have been organized 
with a membership of 2,380, 38,334 
pieces of literature have been distri- 
buted, 4,431 office letters written, 
8,374 cireulars mailed, 16,168 homes 
visited and personal instruction given. 

A traveling moving picture concern 
is showing for us once a week a film 
on typhoid fever, its cause and pre- 
vention. 

At Sumter and Lee County Fairs we 

d health exhibits which were pro- 
nounced by many to be the best ever 
secn in the state. Some photographs 
of the Sumter County exhibit are at- 
tached to this report. 


Laboratory Work. 


4,966 persons have been examined 
for hook worm disease, practically all 
of these are children of school age. 
These children are being treated as 
rapidly as possible, our nurses person- 
ally visiting the homes and administer- 
ing these treatments. 

Vaccination, Contagious and Infectious 


Diseases. 


In two of our counties during the 
vear, we have had serious outbreaks 
of typhoid fever, which have been con- 
trolled by inoculations, 1,269 amti-ty- 
phoid inoculations having been given 
in these counties by the doctors in 
eharge of our units. 

During the medical inpsection work 
a large number of cases of Trachoma 
have been discovered in schools in 
Lexington county, and we have suc- 
ceeded in getting a great many of 
these children treated in private hos- 
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pitals. At present we are looking for- 
ward to the establishment of a hospi- 
tal for the free treatment of this dis- 
ease. 


Medical Inspection. 


324 schools have been inspected in 
our six counties, consisting of 14,997 
pupils, 7,107 defective found and 9,117 
defects found. 

We feel very proud of the success of 
our pioneer work in the inspection of 
rural schools, the results of which will 
appear under the next heading. 


Results. 


Darlington County was the first in 
South Carolina in which each rural 
school child, both white and colored, 
was given medical inspection. This 
was accomplished during the first 
quarter of 1919 and to date the follow- 
up work shows that 75% of the parents 
have consulted physicians and special- 
ists in having these defects corrected. 
We have succeded in getting free 
treatment in a number of cases where 
parents wer financially unable to have 
defects corrected. 


In Orangeburg County, where we 
have been working for three years, 
we have by education and sanitation 
reduced the typhoid death rate 75%, 
and in Darlington, where we _ have 
worked two years, the typhoid death 
rate has been reduced 80%. In these 
counties we have given practically no 
typhoid inoculations. Adjoining coun- 
ties where no work has been done, 
show intwo counties an increase of 
200% typhoid death rate, one county 
an inerease of 25%, one 12%% de- 
crease and one no change. 


Throughout the state we are finding 
an inereased interest in this type of 
work and si xnew counties are asking 
appropriation for County Health Units 
next year. 
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Recommendations. 

We respectfully recommend to the 
State Board of Health that some plans 
be worked out and legislation secured 
by which each doctor in charge of a 
County Unit shall be designated as 
County Health Officer and be empow- 
ered to take charge of epidemics, and 
that physicians in these counties be 
instructed to report their contagious 
and infectious diseases to their Health 
Officers as well as to the State in or- 
der that they may be at once investi- 
gated; and further recommend that 
the County Health Officer be empow- 
ered and instructed to investigate epi- 
demies and institute quarantine when- 
ever neeessary or advisable. 

We further recommend and request 
that the State Board of Health use its 
influence to secure adequate salaries 
for County Health Officers in South 
Carolina, in orde rthat we may be able 
to keep men in public health work. At 
present, with ever advancing cost of 
living, our men ean searcely support 
their families on their meager salaries, 
and it is impossible to lay up anything 
for a rainy day. The salaries in South 
Carolina are the lowest of any of the 
Southern states. 4 | 

Attached is a statistical report of all 
work done during the year 1919, by 


the combined units of County Health~- 


Work. 


Statistical Report for Year 1919, De- 
partment County Health Work. 
Constructive Work. 


No. Septic tanks installed .... 1,034 


517 
No. Buckets installed ......... 37 
No. Sewerage installed ........ 

No. other types installed ...... 295 

Educational 

No. Lectures delivered ........ 356 
No. clubs organized .......... 71 
Literature distributed ........ 38,334 
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Letters written (office........ 
Cireular letters mailed ....... 
No. homes visited by inspectors 5,291 
No homes visited by nurses or 


social workers 5,658 
No. of homes visited by diree- 

Total homes visited ........ 16,168 
No. members enrolled ......... 2,380 


Laboratory Work. 
No. examined for hookworm.. 4,966 


1,057 
327 
Vaccinations. 

No. inoculations typhoid ...... 2,944 
No. vaccinations smallpox...... 1,050 


Contagious and Infectiuos Diseases. 
No. contagious diseases investi- 

No. typhoid cases investigated. 117 
No. tubercular cases investigated 152 
No. other diseases investigated. 350 


Medical Inspection. 


No. school inspected .......... 324 
No. pupils inspected .......... 14,997 
Other Work. 
No. Cotton mills sewered pre- 
No. Cotton mills sewered during 
No. Cotton mills in process of 
13 
No. Cotton mills using cans with 
scavenger system .......... 9 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


By E. L. Filby, C. E., Sanitary Engineer 
State Board of Health. 
The Executive Committee of the South 
Carolina State Board of Health, 
Gentlemen : 


T YOUR April meeting you saw 
A fit to institute the position of 


sanitary engineer and instruc- 
tions were issued to make the work 
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popular with the people. To this end 
little attention has been paid to the 
problems of municipal water supplies 
and sewage disposal, except where 
specifically called for. The problem 
of rural sewage disposal and investi- 
gation of complaints have demanded 
considerzble time. 

Starting with no preliminary adver- 
tising campaign nor any funds _ for 
publicity work through the agency of 
bulletins, the work has increased un- 
til now requests are received nearly 
every day in regards to designs and 
specifications for sewage disposal 
plants. Blue printed plans and diree- 
tions for construction have been sent 
to those applicants and where possible 
a field investigation has been done. 
The largest project i nrural sanitation 
has been the placing at every school in 
Dillon county, two sanitary septic 
closets. This work is now being con- 
ducted under exceptional difficulties 
but when completed Dillon will be the 
only county in the state with 100% 
sanitation of schools. These tanks 
have attracted considerable attention 
and many people have profied by 
this illustration. Cotton mills have 
been especially actvie in this matter, 
the Lydia mills at Clinton and the 
Palmetto mill at Columbia are two 
examples. Columbia suburban devel- 
opments and Charleston commercial 
interests may also be noted. The sew- 
age disposal problems of several cities 
such as Timmonsville, Fountain Inn, 
Lake City, Gaffney, have been investi- 
gated or their construction plans ap- 
proved. Furman desired a sewer line 
and a design has been furnished. 

With reference to water supply, the 
rural problems have been few. Some 


combination of artesian wells and hy- 
draulic rams have been effected. The 

C. Sanatorium is now considering 
the substitution of spring water, ram 
umped for the continual expense of 
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eumping from deep wells. The cities 
of Abbeville, Gaffney and Dillon re- 
quested investigations of their supplies 
and those were furnished as best as 
could be done with available facilities. 
A traveling laboratory is needed. The 
Globe Mill at Gaffney and the Brogon 
Mill at Anderson are among the mills 
improving their water supplies after 
receiving information from the State. 


Malaria and other complaint investi- 
gations have been conducted as they 
presented themselves. Malaria at 
Blenheim and Warrernville were es- 
pecially troublesome. The complaint 
investigations were maily of improper 
disposal of sewage and garbage, un- 
sanitary hotels, ete. Two  investiga- 


_ tions of typhoid outbreaks were con- 


duected—one at Camden and one at 
Bannister Down near Pinopolis. Where 
possible the State has advised with 
the towns when questions of bend is- 
sues for water and sewer systems have 
come up. 


The work is becoming known and 
the demands steadily inereasing. The 
problems of water purification and 
sewage dispoal—both rural and muni- 
cipal—deserve more attention than 
can be give nthem with the present 
facilities for examination. The method 
of ‘‘long range’’ instruetion by print- 
ed matter in the ease of sewage dis- 
posal is not effective for local eondi- 
tions often govern the typeof disposal 
plant. The people have to be shown 
how to correct their faults and a field 
force to supervise the actual construe- 
tion is essential. The operation of the 
water filtration plants of the state, is 
not as efficient nor intelligent as it 
should be but this is due to lack of 
training on the part of the operators. 
Any man can operate a filter plant 
but a plumber has to stand examina- 
tion for a license. 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF BUREAU 


CHILD HYGIENE 
Mrs. Ruth A. Dodd. 


Supervisor, Public Health Nursing. In 
Charge, Bureau Child Hygiene. 


To the Chairman and Members of the 
Executive Committe, The South 
Carolina State Board of Health, Co- 
lumbia, S. C., 

Gentlemen : 

HE GENERAL Assembly of 

1919 established a Bureau of 

Child Hygiene, with an appro- 
priation of ten thousand dollars. 

The staff of the Bureau consists 

of a director, an assistant super- 

vising nurse, and one field nurse. In 
co-operation with the State Tubereu- 
losis Association and the tuberculosis 
division of our own department, two 
more nurses are available for demon- 
stration work. Because a demand had 
been created for the services of a state 
supervising nurse, which the director 
of a bureau of child hygiene could not 
answer, the director of this Bureau was 
appointed State Sueprvisor of Public 

Health Nursing. As South Carolina is 

distinetly a rural state, our problems 

are rural problems. Believing the best 
way to promot ethe interests of the 

Bureau to be through county and com- 

munity nurses, located in various parts 

of the State, a part of our ten thous- 
and dollars was apportioned in our 
budget for co-operative work with 
counties. Negotiations were then made 
with county delegations, with mill cor- 
porations, with Chambers of Commerce 

—with any agency and all agencies 

that might be interested in the employ- 

ment of public health nurses. In 

June, the co-operation of the Red 

Cross was asked and granted, by reas- 

on of which, Red Cross funds were to 

be released throughout the State for 
the employment of nurses, all Red 
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Cross nursing activities being placed 
under State Board of Health super- 
vision, the State supervising nurse be- 
ing made the Red Cross representative 
for South Carolina. During the year, 
our ten thousand dollar appropriation 
has been supplemented by ten thous- 
and dollars more from other sources, 
giving us twenty thousand dollars with 
which to work. 

A child hygiene program was _ar- 
ranged for those counties employing 
nurses, this program being made broad 
enough to embrace every form of pub- 
lic healt hnursing. Activities of the 
nurse include; prenatal work, infant 
welfare, supervision of bottle-fed and 
sick babies, instruction to classes of 
mothers and classes of midwives, sup- 
ervision of tuberculous patients, im- 
provement of sanitary conditions of 
homes, control of epidemies, physical 
inspection and theteaching of health 
principles in schools. 

Twelve counties have employed county 
supervising nurses, whose duty it is, in 
addition to carrying out the child hy- 
giene program, to establish health cen- 
ters, stimulate activities for the em- 
ployment of community nurses, and to 
develop county nursing units. Two of 
these units have been in _ operation 
since the first of August, Greenville 
with a staff of eleven nurses, and Ches- 
ter with three. Splendid co-operation 
has been accorded, especially by mill 
corporations. In Greenville the mills 
have arranged with an eye specialist to 
make all necessary eye corrections. A 
request is now in from these mills to 
employ a dentist for dental clinics. In 
the city of Greenville, a tuberculosis 
elinie and two well-baby clinics, one 
for white and one for colored babies, 
are in operation. In three months, 
time the tuberculosis clinic has grown 
to such an extent that the physician in 
charge declares that it will be neces- 
sary to set apart two days each week 
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for examinations. A hospital, now be- 
ing built, is to provide for a nose and 
throat clinic. Dentists are co-operat- 
ing to the extent of giving their time 
for inspection of school children and 
for clinical work. 

The midwife problem is a most diffi- 
cult and gigantic one when we con- 
sider that twenty per cent of white 
mothers, and eighty per cent of color- 
ed, depend upon these dirty, ignorant 
Negro women, for care, at a time 
when they should have the most skill- 
ed attention. The midwife cannot be 
eliminated. She must be made the 
best of as a bad bargain. Registra- 
tion of these women has been begun 
in those counties employing nurses, 


“and classes have been formed. The 


instruction consists principally of 
what not to do, and rules for ordinary 
cleanliness. One hundred and seven- 
ty-five of these women are now under 
supervision. At the last meeting of 
the executive committee of our State 
Board of Health, a set of rules gov- 
erning midwives was incorporated in 
our Sanitary Code, making this super- 
vision compulsory. 

The greatest handicap to this entire 
program has been the lack of properly 
trained nursing material. Foreseeing 
this difficulty, in February four 
nurses were sent to the Richmond 
School of Social Service and Public 
Health. The supervisor of one of our 
units was sent to the University of 
Michigan, and four are now being 
trained in the Richmond School. Be- 
lieving it better to wait until properly 
trained nurses might be available, the 
assembling of our machinery and the 
organization of our work, has seemed 
to progress slowly. Recently, how- 
ever, returning overseas nurses have 
responded to our call, and during the 
year, twenty-one well qualified nurses 
have been located. Of these, two are 
Canadian trained, two are graduates 
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of Columbia University, two from 
Simmons, one from University of 
Michigan, and others were trained 
under such women as Miss Mary Beard 
and Miss Lent. The counties employ- 
ing nurses, are, Chester, Greenville, 
Anderson, Horry, Clarendon, Kershaw, 
Florence, Dillon, Edgefield, Beaufort, 
Hampton, Richland. Calls for twen- 
ty-three additional nurses are now in 
file. 

A library for nurses has been estab- 
lished and kept in cireulation. The 
National Organization of  Publie 
Health Nursing has put its pamphlet 
library into cireulation through the 
Bureau of Child Hygiene, the director 
of the Bureau being appointed li- 
brarian. 

Literature published during the 
year includes: Baby Records and 
Letters to Mothers of Young Babies, 
pamphlets on. Birth Registration, 
Clothes for the Baby, The Rural Pub- 
lic Health Nurse, and Development of 
a Bureav of Child Hygiene. 

Nine thousand, eight hundred and 
eighty-nine people have been reached 
by lectures. 

Seventy thuosand, eight hundred 
and fifty-nine pieces of literature have 
been distributed. 

A child welfare exhibit was held at 
the State Fair and at six county fairs. 
Parts of the exhibit have been loaned 
to various agencies over the State. 


The initiate the service, our plan of. 


work was first of all presented to the 
State Medical Society, receiving its 
hearty endorsement and support. 
Following this, a _ presentation was 
made in turn to the annual meetings 
of the Graduate Nurses’ Association, 
the Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
The Southern Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion, the Southeastern Sanitary Asso- 
ciation, the Social Service Convention. 
Each of these unanimously passed 
resolutions endorsing the work and 
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pledging its support, to the same. 

The Federation of Women’s Clubs 
offered scholarships for the training of 
our first nurses. Dr. D. B. Johnson 
asked that an instructor be supplied 
from our personnel for the annual 
eourse in Home Nursing which is 
given at Winthrop to elub women. 
Mr. J. E. Swearingen has given his 
endorsement of the hygiene work 
which is being attempted in the 
schools. 

Before instituting a county nursing 
service the work was first presented to 
the county delegation, the County 
Medical Society, the County Superin- 
tendent of Education, the Red Cross 
Chapter, the Home Demonstration 
Agent. Nurses were placed under 
the direct jurisdiction of the County 
Medical Society. The hearty  co- 
operation of all these agencies has 
contributed largely to the general 
progress of the work. Miss Christine 
South, State Home Economies Agent, 
has asked that a co-operative pro- 
gram be arranged and put in opera- 
tion between county nurses and coun- 
ty home demonstration agents, rela- 
tive to a hot luneh system in schools, 
and a proper dietary schedule for 
under-nourished children. The nurse’s 
reception in homes has been uniform- 
ly cordial, the mothers accepting her 
as the counsellor and friend of the 
babies and children. 

Beeause the supply of properly 
trained publie health nursing material 
has been inadequate, and because it 
has been necessary for us to send our 
nurses to other States to be trained, 
both the University of South Carolina 
and the South Carolina Medical Col- 
lege, have offered their facilities for 
the training of nurses. There is no 
doubt that another yea rwill see the 
establishment of a Public Health 
Nursing School in our own State. 

In view of the uniform and en- 
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thusiastie acceptance of the Bureau 
of Child Hygiene, and the rapidly in- 
creasing demand for public health 
nurses, we feel fustified in asking the 
General Assembly for a continuance 
of the work. 

To meet the additional responsibili- 
ty entailed by the co-operative agree- 
ment between the State Board of 
Health, the American Red Cross, and 
the State Tuberculosis Association, 
we feel that an appropriation less than 
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00) 
would be inadequate. 

When we have an efficient public 
health nursing service covering the 
entire State with a net-work of com- 
munity nurses, responsible to county 
supervising nurses, and county super- 
visors responsible to the State Board 
of Health, then, and not until then, 
can we hope for an appreciable lower- 
ing of the infant mortality rate and 
the building up of an efficient citizen- 
ship. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE 
HEALTH OFFICER 


By James A. Hayne, M. D., Columbia, S. C. 


ous departments of the State Beard 

of Health for 1919, the salient fea- 
ture apparent. is that of accomplish- 
ment. From feeble gropings toward 
the betterment of health conditions 
we have at last arrived at definite, 
clear eut lines of progress. 

The end of the great world war, in 
which South Carolina’s sons so well 
did their part, gave to the Health De- 
partment new problems; for the re- 
turning soldiers had had drilled into 
them the principles of sanitation and 
individual hygiene. They had_ been 
taught how dependent was each indi- 
vidual upon the proper conduct of 
every other individual if a camp or 


|: reviewing the work of the vari- 
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community was to be kept free from 
disease. Their sanitary conscience 
was awakened, and they demanded 
the sam epaternal care from the State 
that had been provided by the United 
States Government in safeguarding 
them from preventable diseases. 

The Legislature realized that the 
hope of this State lay in its young 
men and women, its babies and its 
school children; and when plans were 
submitted to them at the last session 
they eagerly assented, and two most 
important departments were *made 
possible; namely, that of Child Hy- 
giene and Venereal Disease Control. 
The reports of these Departments, 
found elsewhere in this volume, should 
be read with care for they mark an 
era in the publie health history of 
South Carolina. 

The Bureau of Child Hygiene has 
commenced its tremendous task by 
endeavoring to see that the rights of 
a child are conserved. Now what are 
the rights of a child? First, that its 
parents shall be healthy, both men- 
tally and physically, in order that the 
child shall not enter the race of life 
handicapped by transmitted disease 
or mental weakness. Second, that its 
mother shall, neither through poverty 
nor ignoranee, be prevented from 
bringing it into the world under 
hygienie surroundings. Third, that 
after its birth it shall have an equal 
chance with all other babies born to 
develop into a normal, healthy child. 
Fourth, that when it reaches school 
age it shall have the best that the re- 
sourees of the State can command in 
the way of properly ventilated 
schools, correctly lighted and heated, 
with the most approved methods of 
sanitation, where its budding mind 
may be trained so that it may grow 
into a contented, industrious, sober 
and healthy citizen and be ready to 
take its place in the ranks of the pro- 
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ducers, and be an asset to the State 
that has cared for it. These rights 
the Legislators of South Carolina will 
always conserve, and the expenses of 
this conservation the people of South 
Carolina will cheerfully pay. No 
lawmaker can ignore them; no people 
ean be great that neglect them. The 
energies of Mrs. Ruth A. Dodd, in 
charge of this Department, have been 
directed toward listing the midwives 
of the State so that some sort of 
supervision may be maintained over 
them, and that they may receive in- 
struction, and finally be licensed. 
Nurses specially trained in this work 
have endeavored to reach expectant 
mothers, and those who have infants 
and young children, to instruct them 
so that the life of the child may be 
guarded against ignorance and super- 
stition. Children in schools have been 
inspected and defects in hearing or 
sight detected and parents notified so 
that these might be remedied. Mrs. 
Dodd’s report shows that their work 
has been well done. We feel that it 
is foolish to spend millions annually 
on education unless such education is 
given to physically fit children. We 
urge the General Assembly to take up 
this matter of medical inspection of 
school children. It has been urged 
before, but never have the people 
been so fully awake to the need for it, 
nor so desirous of having it. The 


work of the State Board of Health. 


has, so far, been in the nature of a 
demonstration; but now we are ready 
to give a definite plan whereby the 
children will be actually benefited, 
and inspections will not simply supply 
statistics. Inspections are valueless 
unless defects are remedied, and the 
State must provide the means for 
children of the poor to have the neces- 
sary medical aid given them by estab- 
lishing clinies where teeth may be 
treated, diseased tonsils and adenoids 
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removed, properly fitted glasses fur- 
nished. North Carolina is doing this 
for her children, and South Carolina 
cannot afford to do less. 

In order to have the work of the 
sureau of Child Hygiene under the 
direet advice of the best and most up 
to date men of the medical profession 
in the State the following Committee 
have consented to serve as an Ad- 
visory Council: Drs. E. A. Hines, 
Seneca; D. L. Smith, Spartanburg; J. 
LaBruce Ward, Columbia; W. W. 
Weston, Columbia; Asheley Mood, 
Sumter; R. M. Pollitzer, Charleston. 
With their advice and counsel we feel 
that we cannot go far wrong. 

Venereal disease control work has 
been splendidly carried on for the 
past year under Dr. C. V. Akin, P. A. 
Surgeon, United States Publie Health 
Service, and the fact that up to the 
writing of this report seven thousand, 
eight hundred seventy-three people 
have been treated in the various 
clinies, and of this number three 
thousand, six hundrerd fifty-three 
persons have been cured of syphilis 
is abundant proof of the necessity of 
this Division. When it is considered 
that one ease of syphilis cured means 
that the descendents of that man or 
or woman are freed from the curse 
of this taint of the blood that mani- 
fests itself in insanity, epilepsy, a 
tendeney toward tuberculosis, feeble- 
mindedness and all the many things 
that spring from hereditary syphilis, 
it needs no argument to show that 
every dollar expended means to the 
State the saving of many dollars; for 
from the syphilitic come the inmates 
of our insane asylums, our poor houses, 
our tuberculosis sanatoria and all 
other places that demand the tax- 
payers’ money to keep up these un- 
fortunates. We should have a clinie 
in every county seat, and should see 
to it that those infected are cured, 
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and not allowed to spread the disease. 
South Carolina stands among the first 
of the states in this work, and having 
put our hand to the plow, there must 
be no turning beak. 

Health conditions this fall have been 
the most favorable in years through- 
out the country. The records of the 
large states and cities and those of 
the life insurance companies show no 
signs of a recurrence of the recent in- 
fluenza epidemic. January of this 
year saw a recrudescence of this dis- 
ease and its consequent deaths from 
pneumonia. The General Assembly 
promptly granted the State Health 
Officer’s request for $10,000.00 to give 
medical and nursing aid to those 
stricken. Help was promptly fur- 
nished- and many lives saved. We 
looked forward with dread to the com- 
ing of the fall, and perhaps a repeti- 
tion of the terrible scourge of the fall 
of 1918, but the predictions of the 
wise proved wrong, and a steadily de- 
clining death rate has helped to heal 
the sears left upon the State by the 
epidemic. The mortality from other 
diseases is at an unusually low point. 
This may be due to the fact that the 
larger number of those susceptible 
were more or less immunized by con- 
tracting the disease last fall. There 
is no doubt, also, that the epidemic 
carried off prematurely a large num- 
ber of persons who had other diseases, 
usually chronic, who would probably 
have died this year. The general 
average of the public health is, there- 
fore, better than it has been for a 
long time. Looking over the report 
of the Bureau of Vital Statistics we 
find that in spite of the heavy mor- 
tality of January and February there 
have been only eighteen thousand, 
nine hundred ninety-two deaths for 
the first ten months as compared with 
twenty-four thousand, five hundred 
eight for the corresponding months of 
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last year. Of course last year one 
thousand two hundred thirty-vve of 
these were soldiers who died in camps. 
The year 1919, in spite of its bad begin- 
ning, will probably close as one of the 
best in the history of the country from 
the health standpoint. We do not take 
credit to the State Board of Health 
and its activities entirely for this 
steady decrease in the death rate 
fro m communicable or preventable 
diseases, but the fact remains that of 
the diseases against which we have 
made every exort since 1911 there 
has been a most noticeable falling off. 
The records of the Bureau of Vital 
Statistics show that what is usually 
called infant mortality, namely, 
deaths of children under one year of 
age, has decreased, there having been 
four thousand, eight hundred twenty- 
three deaths in 1918, while in 1919 
there were four thousand, one hun- 
dred thirty-two, a saving of six hun- 
dred ninety-one baby lives. In the 
next division, namely, from one to 
five years, there were in 1918 three 
thousand, ninety-seven, while in 1919 
there were only one thousand, seven 
hundred eighteen, a saving of one 
thousand, three hundred seventy-nine. 
It looks as if Providence intended that 
the best crop of South Carolina, the 
baby crop, was allowed to survive so 
that they might replace those who had 
been taken by war and pestilence. 

In the report on epidemic diseases, 
found further on in this volume, it 
is shown how every disease shows a 
lower deat hrate than the year pre- 
ceeding. The efforts put forth by the 
many agencies for public health are 
surely bearing good fruit. The only 
disease that has been epidemic this 
year has been diphtheria which, for 
some unknown reason, has been more 
prevalent than it has been for the 
past ten years; but, thanks to the free 
distribution of antitoxin, it does not 
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would undoubtedly have done, had it 
not been for this provision of the 
General Assembly. The total number 
of eases of diphtheria treated with 
antitoxin up to December first was 
one thousand, nine hundred twenty- 
six against eight hundred sixty-five 
last year, at a _ cost of $14,000.00 
against $6,000.00 last year. The 
epidemie was most severe in Lexing- 
ton County, two hundred ‘sixty-nine 
eases against twenty-three last year, 
and Spartanburg with one hundred 


sixty-four cases this year against 
eighty-five last. The death rate, 
however, has been very lew, only 


sixty-two deaths having been report- 
ed up to November first against sixty- 
six the year previous. Doctors are 
making their diagnoses earlier, taking 
no chances, giving the antitoxin early 
within the first twenty-four hours, 
and the results are truly wonderful. 


Vital Statistics 


Under the efficient management of 
Mr. C. W. Miller, who devotes his en- 
tire time to this work and frequently 
is found in his office until ten o’clock 
at night, this Bureau is rendering most 
valuable service to the State in keep- 
ing accurate records of births and 
deaths. We are very proud of the 
fact that after an exhaustive examina- 
tion of our records by the United 


States Census Bureau we were admit- 
ted to the registration area for births. 


show a very large death rate, as it 
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This makes our reports on births and 
deaths official reports of the Federal 
Government. I quote a portion of the 
letter from the Census Bureau to me 
and urge that the Legislature act up- 


on the suggestions made therein: 
‘*South Carolina is doing splendid 
work in registratoin in view of the 


limited appropriation. Several things 
which seem necessary could be done 
if more money were available. A 
vault should be put in, an ‘‘under one”’ 
check made, more attention should be 
paid to midwives, retail casket dealers’ 
reports should be checked up with the 
certificates, and at least one full time 
or part time field man should be em- 
ployed to go around from place to 
place where registration is not as good 
as it ought to be. 

‘“*Wonders have been done in South 
Carolina when we compare the limited 
appropriation to that which other 
states have available and, while the 
present condition is a tribute to Dr. 
Hayne and Mr. Miller, much remains 
to be done. Legislators are always 
busy during the sessions, but we feel 
sure that funds ample to earry on this 
most important work will be provided 
if the attention of the Legislators 
could be called to the splendid work 
already done, and the necessity for a 
larger appropriation, so that South 
Carolina could give its people as much 
protection, along vita Istatisties lines, 
as is enjoyed by any state.’’ 


(Continued in February Issue) 


